NOBEL
the age of sixty, and from that time onwards his attacks became
more serious. In 1894 he wrote to Liedbeck : " I am almost in a
worse way than before, as I have had these rheumatic devils paying
a visit to the heart muscles or thereabouts for some days, and
feel then that any moment eternity may be welcoming me with
open arms." In a letter written in February, 1896, he writes:
" Since you left, my heart has always been subject to visitors from
Niflheim, has been afflicted with earthly demons too. Two
idiots of specialists attribute the trouble, one to rheumatic gout,
and the other to gouty rheumatism, a kind of jargon which is no
explanation of the fact that my heart pounds like a horse, although
there is devilish little of the horse about me."
Two months before he died he wrote : " As you may know, I
have come here (to Paris) to consult a famous specialist for diseases
of the heart, and both he and my own doctor state that it is im-
possible for me to continue for long to work as hard as I have been
doing hitherto, with such an advanced calcination of the aorta.
This does not jnean that I must be idle, but only that I must as far
as possible avoid strenuous travelling." In another letter, written
the following day to his assistant Sohlman, he said : " My heart
trouble will keep me here in Paris for some days certainly, until the
consultants are quite clear as to the best method of treatment. It
seems an irony of fate that they should be prescribing nitro-
glycerine internally for me. They caH it trinktin, to avoid terrify-
ing the chemists and the public."
On the 2ist November he returned from Paris to Mio Nido in San
Remo, and judging by his letters, he seems to have felt com-
paratively well at this time. Several of these letters refer to Andr6e's
flight to the North Pole, and they demonstrate his keen and
undiminished interest in Swedish research. His last letter to
Sohlman, quoted above, was written on the yth December, and runs
as follows: " The samples you have sent are particularly good.
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